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Activity Report for Jan-June 2022

Dr Rajesh Gopinath (Key Liaison-OIKOS & Associate Professor, Department of Civil Engineering) has
published a Book Chapter titled "Environmental Stewardship by OIKOS (Eco-Club) in Biodiversity
Management ", in the Book titled "Current Trends in Agriculture”, published by Discovery Publishing
House Pvt. Ltd., New Delhi (India), during Jan 2022. The citation is as follows: Rajesh Gopinath,
Environmental Stewardship by OIKOS (Eco-Club) in Biodiversity Management, Current Trends in
Agriculture, pp. 156-166, 1st Edition, Discovery Publishing House Pvt. Ltd., New Delhi (India), 2022,
ISBN: 978-93-88854-82-5.
Pages: 156-166
Current Trends in Agriculture
Editers: Dr. Avnish Chauhan; Dr. Narayan Singh; Dr. Kamal Kant Jeshi

ISEN: 978-93-58854-81-5
Published by: Discovery Publishing House Pvt. Ltd., New Delhi (India)

10

Environmental Stewardship by OIKOS (Eco-Club) in
Biodiversity Management

Dr. Rajesh Gopinath

ABSTRACT

Biodiversity today is fast degrading under the guise of humanity and its implications
are heavily urrpfnﬂ'mg to impact entire biome, as the vital ecological functions It?fr,l‘bnrrfd
by each orgamsm far exceed the human comprehensibility. The context of loss in richness
biodiversity can majorly be attributed to the rising rampant wrbanisation and lack of
awareness among urban populations about the need and significance for preserving
biodiversity and common lifeforms. In this direction, an Eco-Club funcho.l:mg within
an education institule can undertake several steps to create awareness and therelny enhance
every individual’s sensitivity towards Biodiversity. The article outlines the diverse vole
that can be potentially undertaken by any Eco-Club in conserving environment and
ecology; and hence this write-up offers constructive inputs to educational fraternity
catering to any size, discipline or age-groups. The CSER initiative of an Eco-Club is
mainly built around it potential for Capacity Building, with on/off-carmpus volunteering.
Essentially, an Eco-Club is an example of Informal Education, which inkerently hence
makes it more effective than the formal nmﬂ'f of education restricted within the four-
walls. The varied ry}:reoi"un.:l'a.*rra.hngs by * OJ'KOS" an Eco-Club based in BMS Institute
of Technology and Management (Bengaluru) is presented hevewith as for reference.

Keywords: Nature, Urbanisation, Biodiversity, Eco-Club, Ecology.
INTRODUCTION

Biodiversity refers to the variety and variability of life present in
different ecosystems. Generally the richness of biodiversity essentially

Associate Profassor - Department of Civil Engineering & Kay Liaison - OIKOS BMS Institute of
Technology and Management Avalahalli, Doddaballapur Main Road, Bengaluru - 560064
g-mail: drrajeshgopinathnair @ gmail.com
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Activity Report for Jan-June 2022

As an outreach activity of OIKOS, Dr Rajesh Gopinath (Key Liaison-OIKOS & Assoc. Professor, Dept.
of Civil Engineering) has delivered an Invited Talk on "Circular Economy : Paradigm Shift in Waste
Management", on 17th January 2021; in the capacity of a Resource Person as a part of the FDP
"Waste to Wealth", organised by the Department of Civil Engineering, KSSEM, Bengaluru

FDP on “Waste-to-Weaith”
‘Circular Economy : New Paradigm in Waste Management’
KSSEM 17-01-2022 Bengaluru

Dr Rajesh Gopinath

Key Liaison - OIIKOS

Associate Professor, Department of Civil Engineering

BMS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY AND MANAGEMENT, Bengaluru, INDIA
dr.raieshgopinath@bmsit.in / dr.rajeshgopinath@gmail.com
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K.S. SCHOOL OF ENGINEERING
AND MANAGEMENT

{Approved by AICTE. New Deti & Affiliated to VTU, Belagavi)

Opportunities

# 15, Mallasandra, off Kanakapura Road,
Bangalore - 560109
www .kssem.edu.in

Wastes and their Disposal

<)
KSSEM|
FIVE DAY ONLINE FACULTY

DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME
on

RESOURCE RECOVERY
AND REUSE
“WASTE TO WEALTH".

January 17%" to 21" 2022

Source: © Rajesh Gopinath

Organized by
Department of Civil Engineering

« 5ri.R.Rajagopal Naidu, pr
« Sri R.Leela Shankar Rao,

« Sri T.Neerajakshulu Naidu, Treassor Kammavari Sangham

ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Dr. Khincha, Chairman, Academic Advisory Board, KSGI
. Dr. KV A Balaji, ce0, ksci
. Dr. K N Balasubramanya Murthy, Member, ksci
. Dr. K Rama Narasimha, priscipat, kssem
. Prof. 8 K Raghu Prasad, Formerly Professor #5C,
Bergalore

CONVENOR

Dr. Vijayalakshmi Akella
Professor & Head, Departmant of Cad Engineering, KSSEM

CO-CONVENOR
Dr. Rashmi H.R

Aast. Professor , Degartment of Ol Engineering, KSSEM
RESOURCE PERSONS

1. DrShrihari S, ProfesorNITK Surathical

2. DrCPDevatha, Associste ProfessoNITK Surathkal
3. DrShankar BS, professor & HOD, CIT, Bangalore.

4. Dr Vishwanath, profesor & Head DSATM, Bangslore.
5. Dr Rajesh Gopinath, Asocate ProfessorBMSIT
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Dr Rajesh Gopinath (Key Liaison-OIKOS & Associate Professor, Department of Civil Engineering) has
provided his expert services during the 3-day Annual Faunal Survey at Shendurney Wildlife Sanctuary
from 25th to 27th February 2022. The survey was in collaboration with the Kerala Forest and Wildlife
Department. The Annual survey added 15 new records to Shendurney Fauna. A total of 153 species
of birds were recorded in 3 days. With 7 new additions the total number of species recorded in the
sanctuary has risen to 255 species. The butterfly assessment revealed a total of 191 species. Four
species were new additions to the sanctuary checklist, thus making the current checklist for the
sanctuary to 270 species. The volunteers also recorded Dragonflies and Damselflies from the region.
A total of 64 species were observed in the survey even in this dry bout and it included 5 additions. The
total number of species of odonates in Shendurney hence rises to 94 species. The survey also
recorded presence of good number of Elephants, gaurs, tigers and smaller mammals like the endemic
Nilgiri striped squirrel. ‘Birds, Butterflies, Odonates and other fauna were observed and added to the
inventory created for the sanctuary over the last 10 years, for the Management Plan.

Spectra of species spotted at Shendurney

Faunal survey finds as many as 15 new species of birds, butterflies, and odonates

found during the survey. B
Sajeev Kumar, Wildlife War.
den, Shendurney Wildiife
Sanctuary, who inaugurated
the programme, said the
ment plan would be
revised after including the

STAVF REPORTER
THIRUVANANTHAPAM
Shendurney Wildlife Sanctu- |~
y in Kollam threw up 15 S

The mrze—gv:ynnual ex newly found species in the
ercise spearheaded by the ci faunal inventory.
ty-based Travancore Nat Assistant Wildlife Warden
History Society (TNHS) in C. Ajayan and TNHS director
collaboration with the Forest K Jay:kr:ynnar woke ;L;r;s i
2 . TNHS research
s e e il e Sl i
additions to the species unseen sp«.es including (cuka-x from left) Steppe Buzzard, Indothemis o~ m;:l.r ] ‘;;\;v:;x\ml;'

checklist of the protected Carnatica, and Indian Blue Robin.

area
As many as 153 bird bul, Ceylon Frogmouth, core Evening Brown, South- Hawker), Anax guttatus
44 ware rcovde aun* egge's Hawk Hawk Eagle, Great e Duffer, Banded Royal, (Blue tailed hﬁmvem
the survey lhﬂwa!htldbd eared Nightjar, and Eurasian ~ Plain Palm Dart, and Spo( Darner), Indothemis
wvanl-bnnry.’.SandZ? Sparrow-hawk. With the new  Puffins. The sanctuary also e
These included six hitherto sightings, the number ofbird  teemed with migratory spe-  Scrub-gliden), Eld
unseen ip«‘its including  species in the sanctuary has ~ cies like Common Albatross, it
Steppe Eagle, Steppe Buz-  gone up to 255. Lesser Albatross, and Plain  (Blue “ -ndp;yx A
zard, Bourdillon's Black The butterfly assessment  Puffins. The smallest Indian Threadtail),
Bird, Ashambu Sholakili, In-  revealed 191 species includ-  butterfly-Grass Jewel-was 3
dian Blue Robin, and Blyth's  ing four new ones-Clear Sai- also sighted ~during _the mm o
Pipit. lor, Common Ciliate blue, ~survey. iy Wm iy
‘The Great Indian Hornbill, White Orange tip, and the Mlmllyu&lspcdﬂof odﬂl\ls‘hs WHA
the State bird, was recorded  Small Cupid-thereby en- drag:nﬂks and dansdﬂ-ﬂ - hendurney.

handmdxzxmmgdwck were also g ieiighe ﬁ" ::‘?mm,mdﬂ‘ A

able finds included Lesser  teresting the  additions, viz., Anaciaesch- -
TH o S i . S e Treren.  na mortial Oloniase sk, equkel were. a0

B0 aleal®eg o)OMIN el

DG TUHTUOHDICEN QLD UMY
001 uemaumylc OB Sadgk
Sgacs o@D 15 ©Ds K
Autooom @) rankad acmeaml

Do DD SSlyslmar. U1 48° GmAAY, Soranoly SAOCAE,
2mep slaulyd chrjeringg wen DR @y ccomhd (sesemet)
Pl 1go0 @XM ag dassl ooyl AT oo

ATI4paTT Al GAISATS MSTID  ARIUCIM s oamomenon
. ooy , s e SommED amis @NAa.
a o gres o 1 chenmm v

Sorparpngn g vt ol D08 Al @V (n.mu ool ooanc” andass @i mue | amomom, ) ). 080
(Srgfogn) caog o oy o s 108 ool e of a2k MG oo oo | s oy R Fadiiat) s msom s b
O aqflocye 0AMOMDYM Moy (SEVMAS B35 MEAMA) QI AL M DTS, TnTPAAPT | alOS), I (Baxmo00) ~pmGRET

AWDBOAS O MDOI0S APV GDY | ITHD SSTEIDIL. RTINS RESTORRS OIS

AT A0 DRGNS, QEWO. MUEDES CapUTIDTSF (2 M Makal, OlnoRARMTOmIes | SAGOMINIE 270 ByD) gudm. aaxlommyDlen

QI ATV I TUBGIDITS 153 £3016905), EBYTV Gan0es’ DT aalyf L oaagae oo, SAVICH

opnfl (e ) 0T RV 0l 010, daesal Tuaxsland, amoad (z@msa).

@2 (8030, OTfl WA GRS (QANDND 214yad), QO all MDA, OAWI. MMl ST | (215 MR, Sygiiod ano WG (T3S AIVTWEED)
A (o). OMDSIGEIIT P Ay @PfISIDGD APTIRIDIVITN AT MuTulap ~pmInmes Moikisge QxS lyfga.

ecoclub@bmesit.in Page 3/18

Environmental sustenance by constantly disseminating ecological and environmental knowledge to the society at large.

Mission

Inducing informal and formal environmental awareness programmes by Keystone Students Environmental Education Training.


https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCb84HFNJ--PtRWHjytuUJ0Q

BMSIT&M
5, OIKOS

Eco-Club, PO Box No. 6443, Avalahalli,
Doddaballapur Main Road, Yelahanka, Bengaluru 560064
YouTube Channel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCb84HFNJ--PtRWHjytuUJOQ

Governing Body Ref: BMSIT&M/EC/GEN/2022/005

Patron

Dr B.S. Ragini Narayan Activity Report for Jan-June 2022

Donor Trustee, BMISET

C:a_"m_a“ A Dr Rajesh Gopinath (Key Liaison-OIKOS & Associate Professor, Department of Civil Engineering) and

ih;'m’f:n":o";iMifT”;; Miss Varsha G (Student Member) has published a Research Media Article "Bangaloru Nagarada
Pakshigalamele Nagarikaranada Prabhava" in the Kannada Magazine "Kaadu Naadu", Vol. 10, March

President 2022.

Dr Mohan Babu G.N.
(Principal, BMSIT&M)

Secretary

Dr. H. K. Govindaraju

Wice Principal, BVSTTE) Borideth INVE BFNv aheed IOBTET s
Key Liaison

Dr Rajesh Gopinath -

Assoc. Prof., Civil Engineering

Chief Coordinator

Mr A. Venkatesh
Env. Committee, MCA

Treasurer
Mrs Shobha R
Assistant Professor, CV Engg.

External Advisory
Members

Dr. Purandara Bekal
Scientist, NIH

Mr. Tempa Gyaltsen Zamlha
RF, Tibet Policy Institute

Mr. Maxime Jullian
University of Southampton

Dr. S.R. Shukla
Scientist, IWST

Adv. B. R. Deepak
Supreme Court Env Lawyer

Dr. Sairam Bhat
Prof. of Env. Law, N.L.S.l.U

Shri. Ashok Sengupta
Naturalist, KV No. 1

Dr. Govinda Gowda
Extension Centre. G.K.V.K.

Shri. Sammilan Shetty
Naturalist, Belvai

Dr. Kalesh Sadashivan
Naturalist, TNHS

Shri. Amithsen Upadheye
Wildlife Journalist

ecoclub@bmsit.in Page 4/18
Vision
Environmental sustenance by constantly disseminating ecological and environmental knowledge to the society at large.
Mission
Inducing informal and formal environmental awareness programmes by Keystone Students Environmental Education Training.


https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCb84HFNJ--PtRWHjytuUJ0Q

BMSIT&M
OIKOS

Eco-Club, PO Box No. 6443, Avalahalli,
Doddaballapur Main Road, Yelahanka, Bengaluru 560064
YouTube Channel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCb84HFNJ--PtRWHjytuUJOQ

Governing Body

Patron
Dr B.S. Ragini Narayan
Donor Trustee, BMISET

Chairman

Shri Aviram Sharma
Chairman-BoG, BMSIT&M

President
Dr Mohan Babu G.N.
(Principal, BMSIT&M)

Secretary
Dr. H. K. Govindaraju
(Vice-Principal, BMSIT&M)

Key Liaison
Dr Rajesh Gopinath
Assoc. Prof., Civil Engineering

Chief Coordinator

Mr A. Venkatesh
Env. Committee, MCA

Treasurer
Mrs Shobha R
Assistant Professor, CV Engg.

External Advisory
Members

Dr. Purandara Bekal
Scientist, NIH

Mr. Tempa Gyaltsen Zamlha
RF, Tibet Policy Institute

Mr. Maxime Jullian
University of Southampton

Dr. S.R. Shukla
Scientist, IWST

Adv. B. R. Deepak
Supreme Court Env Lawyer

Dr. Sairam Bhat
Prof. of Env. Law, N.L.S.l.U

Shri. Ashok Sengupta
Naturalist, KV No. 1

Dr. Govinda Gowda
Extension Centre. G.K.V.K.

Shri. Sammilan Shetty
Naturalist, Belvai

Dr. Kalesh Sadashivan
Naturalist, TNHS

Shri. Amithsen Upadheye
Wildlife Journalist

Ref: BMSIT&M/EC/GEN/2022/005
Activity Report for Jan-June 2022

As a joint initiative with an objective to sensitize students towards Nature and its Lifeforms, OIKOS
(Eco Club) and Photography Club of BMSIT&M has organized a Nature Videography Competition on
21st March 2022 to commemorate the International Day of Forests. The output was a 5 minutes’
video, which showcases the splendor of our college’s green campus. The competition was restricted
to inputs from BMSIT campus only.

BMS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLO BT
AND MANAGEMENT

I NATSHOT I

THEME: NATURE @ BMSIT

VIDEOGRAPHY
COMPETITION

The prizes winners and YouTube Link is as follows:
1st Prize: Mr JP Jai Puneeth - Dept. of EEE

https://youtu.be/ZIBHfBOb3K8

27 Prize: Ms Rajeshwari - Dept. of CV

https://youtu.be/lyyyKiYkhGc

PRIZE DETAILS

3rd Prize: Mr Mayank Malhotra - Dept. of CSE 1ST PRIZE ¥ 3000.00
2ND PRIZE X 2000.00

https://youtu.be/aZx2403mPQOq 3RD'PRIZE X 1000.00

RATION FEE
FREE (FOR ECO-CLUB MEMBERS)
3100.00 (NON ECO-CLUB MEMBERS FOR MEMBERSHIP)

%

& JOINTLY ORGANISED BY | ¥

ap, b {
OIKOS AND THE PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB  “ix ,\. >

BMSITAM
PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB
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Activity Report for Jan-June 2022

Dr Rajesh Gopinath (Key Liaison-OIKOS & Associate Professor, Department of Civil Engineering) has
published a Media Article titled "Unusual Sighting of A Medium-High Altitude Butterfly ‘Anomalous
Nawab’ At Lower Altitude”.... Is Climate Shift To Be Blamed?"; in the Website of Think Wildlife
Foundation, on 13th April 2022. Link of article as Blog is available at
https://thinkwildlifefoundation.com/?p=3045

OIKOS Faculty members Dr. Rajesh Gopinath and Prof Shimna Manoharan, along with Student
members [M Likhith, PG Bhuvan, Ranuva Kailash and M Akash] have published their environment-
based Research Paper "Augmentation of Soil-Moisture Retention with Natural Hydrogel Extracted
from Fenugreek Seed Husk for Loamy Soil with Real-Time Monitoring Using FC-28 Sensors, in the
International Journal "ECS Transactions, Vol. 1, Issue 1" in April 2022; with the following citation:
Rajesh Gopinath et al. 2022 ECS Trans. 107, 1139.The DOl is 10.1149/10701.1139ecst.

As part of its Outreach, OIKOS has bestowed upon the lts Inaugural “Green Stewardship Award” to
renowned Environmentalist and Film Actor Shri Suresh Heblikar; on 22nd April 2022, as part of the
52nd Anniversary of World Earth Day celebrations. A memento and citation was presented to the
Dignitary. The honor was in due recognition of his valuable efforts in Environmental Outreach,
Activism and Services”.
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Chairman As part of its Outreach, on 22nd April 2022 (52nd Anniversary of World Earth Day celebrations)

o Aira Sherme. OIKOS has honored Shri Sanjai Mohan (Retd. PCCF & HoFF, Karnataka Forest Department) with
Token of Green Gratitude in the form of a portrait to celebrate his illustrious Green service for the

President

Or Mohan Babu G Karnataka Govt. The uniqueness of the portrait (painted by OIKOS student member Ms Madhumita -

(Principal, BMSIT&M) Dept. of AIML) was the fact that it presented in it the face of the dignitary alongside the Karnataka
Secretary Map, featuring within it the Places wherein he was posted during his long tenure. Also, the depiction
Dr. H. K. Govindaraju of species for which Shri Sanjai Mohan had worked for, w.r.t. their conservation was showcased
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Dr Rajesh Gopinath (Key Liaison-OIKOS & Associate Professor, Department of Civil Engineering) has
authored the Handbook on Flora and Fauna of the Green Campus of BMSIT&M. The repository is
titled Natyra with ISBN-978-93-5593-203-7, and its 1st and 2nd Volume; detailing records of
Lepidoptera and Odonata, was released on 22nd April 2022 by the Office Bearers of OIKOS and
eminent Personalities namely Shri Suresh Heblikar and Shri Sanjai Mohan, with appreciation
messages by various Naturalists, Experts, Scientists and Shri Basavaraj Bommai (Hon. Chief Minister
for State of Karnataka).

The event was covered live by Prajaa TV and the visual media release can be viewed on YouTube at
https://youtu.be/Rs04r8jQJho. The glimpse of the Handbook and the Function can be on YouTube at
https://youtu.be/hgGaHkeqchM. The media reports of the release was unveiled in leading News daily
namely Hosa Digantha & Vijay Karnataka (Kannada Dailies) and in English Newspapers, namely City
Highlights, IBC World News and The New Indian Express. On this occasion, all the contributors of
Natyra were honored.

A copy of the Handbook is available in OIKOS library and the College Central Library (Reference

cartinne)

BMS Institute of Technology and Management
Avalahalli, Bengaluru 560064

ecoclub@bmsit.in
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Chairman On 22nd April 2022 (52nd Anniversary of World Earth Day celebrations) OIKOS has conducted the
Shri Aviram Sharma . . . . . . "
Chairman-BoG, BMSIT&M Farewell Function for its Final year active student coordinators/members, as part of its tradition.
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A research article titled "Land of the Dying Lakes" of Dr Rajesh Gopinath (Key Liaison-OIKOS &
Associate Professor, Department of Civil Engineering) has been published in the Cover Page of the
News Media "Bangalore Mirror", on 4th May 2022.
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Hail a
pet cab

Real-life experience
inspires man to start a
taxi service for pets

‘Between 2000 and 2019, Bengaluru lost 450
acres of wetland from 42 waterbodies —
243 from Bellandur, 32 from Varthur lakes’

LAND OF THE
DYING LAKES

!hxtrophjcationandelwroaclunent,maiorfactors,saysstudy
e _ .

| Iffath.Fathima
@timesgroup.com

TWEETS @BangaloreMIRROR

‘midst increasing instances of ani-
mal cruelty, a resident of Sarjapura
’has come up with an initiative to

provide taxi services for easy pick
up and drop of animals, if pet parents have
to take them across states or in times of

emergency.

Prateek Mishra, a cyber security manager
by profession, has come forward with the
pet taxi venture.

Mishra himself or a designated driver
shall pick up and drop animals from one
place to another. All one has to do is book
him through social media; a vehicle will
soon arrive at the desired location and pick
up the pet along with the pet parent.

Mishra had a harrowing experience in
the year 2020, wherein he had to travel to
Chennai. “I didn’t have a car in early 2020.
Ihad to travel from Mahadevapura to BTM;
1'had to leave for Chennai the following
“day. I was booking cabs; most taxis can-
celled as I had to take my pet dog along.
Even auto-rickshaws didn’t agree. Finally 1
'had to pay Rs 550 and take a cab to BTM.
Layout, where they charged me extra for
the pet. The next day, to g0 to Chennai, I

ng‘banmlnramlrror
esgrou|

TWEETS @BangaloreMIRROR

Naturalist, Belvai engaluru has lost as much had informed the travel agent that I would

as 450 acres of wetland Dy a city-based researcher, out of  lakes have witnessed the highest es of the 42 prominent lakes get my dog along. Initially, he didn’t say

from 42 prominent lake the 42 Jakes, 41 had been decline in area due to encroach- between 2000 and 2019 distribut- anything, but later during the pick up, he
Dr. Kalesh Sadashi areas in the last 20 years, a  encroached with an average ment. ed throughout Bengaluru to ana- didn’t want to allow the pet. I had to con-

r. Kalesn >adasnivan study has revealed. reduction of 10.33%in the physi- ~ The study was conducted with  lyse the extent of the impact of - vince him and then he agreed.
. According to the recent study cal area. Bellandur and Varthur the help of Google satellite imag- ‘CONTINUED ON PAGE 7 » CONTINUED ON PAGE 7 »
Naturalist, TNHS
Shri. Amithsen Upadheye =
Wildlife Journalist
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On the occasion of "International Day for Biological Diversity" (i.e 22" May 2022), a news article
about the Bio-diversity of BMSIT&M Green Campus has featured in the Bangalore Mirror Newspaper.
As also showcased in Natyra (Handbook on Flora and Fauna of our Green Campus), the article
depicts the perfect sync of the Green Campus with Bio-diversity Theme for 2022; i.e. 'Building a
shared future for all life". This article was written by Dr Rajesh Gopinath, with Photographic Inputs by
Mr Ozwin Dsouza.
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A slice of tradition
@ Bite into these age-old flavours from the
state that will never go out of style
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Q Gimme a Key

Catch Western Music Festival ‘Gimme a Key” this
weekend at Jagriti Theatre. Gimme A Key returns
for its thizd edition to a braver, brand-new world,
This festival has celebrated the work of some

of the best talent in the country - musicians,

i singers, and Some
of the artistes are Cinema of Excess, Michael Dias,
ind]otyshlmawhohav:bmahgpmoime
local music scene for years.

Where: Jagriti Theatre; When: May??-“ﬂbm

ET00328164

What’s

brewing?

A green revolution

Schools, colleges, science and research institutes are building Iarge
expanses of greenery that comprlses dwerse plant and bird species

| Garima Prasher
mybangaloremirror
@timesgroup.com

TWEETS @BangaloreMIRROR

1om chirpy peahens to
quirky macaques, from

hundreds of plant species _

to countless insects and
birds, education campuses in the
city are a treasure trove of biodi-
versity. Schools, colleges and re-
search institutes are going all out
10 bulld and maintain their own

of greenery.
From in-situ plant conser-
vation to apiculture and avian

Q Calling all Iawyers

of India as (h:

Chief Guest. 4

mulo!zo:olkgeswmbemnpmnglnthe
ds will be

[udg:p;”by ctocn fadges, opal professionals and

professors of law.
Where: OMBR Layout campus; When: May 22

@ Support these arhsans

Dastkar brings the Je
most authentic L

Where: Jayam:
* When: May 27 - June 2,10.30 lm 8.30 pm
12801793

Info: 9910802970/874:

serving as invaluable pockets of
greenery that provide homes to
an endless list of flora and fauna.
BMS Institute of Technology
and Management (BMSIT&M) is
one such campus of over three
acres laden with tall and thick
canopy, hedges, shrubs, plants
and climbers. The campus boasts
of more than 620 tree species,
Including 100 flowering and
about 60 non-flowering plants.
Floral biodiversity is also main-
tained on the campus primar-
ily through plant species from
Lalbagh Botanical Garden, Uni-
wversity of Agricultural Sciences
(GKVK) and the Western Ghats.
“We call our green spaces an
‘oxygen hotspot. We try to focus
on the in-situ form of conserva-
tion. As an outcome of these
efforts, the rate of carbon se-
questration per tree is higher on
our campus than in most public
green spaces in the city. Our in-
house natural pollinators such

as bonnet macaques, bats, birds,
bees, moths and butterflies play
an important ole in maintain-
ing the diversity,” said Dr Rajesh
Gopinath, Professor, BMSITEM.
M Bangalore is also home to

some race bird species. The tnsti-
tute recently planted around 25
‘varieties of fruit trees on campus
to meet the food requirement
of the birds.  “A peahen is the
latest addition to the rich avian
diversity. The campus is home
to reptiles and squirrels too. We
also ensure that no tree on the
campus faces the axe. The tree
transplanting work has been

up by the in-house staff of
IDMB over the Jast two years. In
2018, 2s many as 30 trees were
transplanted on the campus by
BMRC,” said Mahesh Patil, hor-

ticulture officer, IIMB.

The campus has also started
honeybee rearing on a part of the
campus to train the
that they can take up beekeep-

iversity of

“ As an outcome
of these efforts,
the rate of carbon
sequestration per
tree Is higher on our
campus than In most
public green spaces
in the city

~ Dr Rajesh Gopinath,

Professor, BMSIT & M4

ing as their livelihood in their

Greenwood International School ‘brings in stronger climate

has come up with various flower-
ing and fruit plants to sustain its
beehive population.

“We have preserved four bee-
hives on campus to help increase
their population and avoid their
‘habitat loss. Since bees also play
a vital role in pollination, we

50 havelet them be. Local

plants have been planted across

the campus along with fruits

and vegetables to sustain the bee
population,” informed Aloysius
DMello, Principal, Greenwood
International School

These campuses say the ad-
vantages of having biodiversity-
rich spaces are many. A thick
green expanse is not just the
best way to calm and rejuvenate
yourself, but the dense canopy
also acts as an wban. island.

“The amount of thermal com-
fort it provides s far better than
any air-conditioner can offer.
Ecologically, a greater diversity
i resolve
and a stable self-sustaining eco-
system. It is only due to the wide
flozal diversity, that our campus
can sustain more than 100 plus
species each of butterflies and
‘moths, about 60 avian species,
close to 35 species of Odonata,
and several other lesser-known
{nsects, mammals and reptiles,”
added Dr Gopinath.

Wake up call on just wages

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

According to Basavaraj Hor-
atti, who recently quit as the
legislative council chairman
and joined the BJF, an elected
representative need not spend
Rs 20,000 per month towards
telephone expenses.

“1used to get Rs 14,000 per
month for the phones installed
atmy residences at Hubballi and
in Bengaluru. I opted for a pack-
age from a private telecom ser-
vice provider to ensure my tele-
phone bill to be around Rs 2,000
or even Rs 4,000 per month. |
«can’t criticise other elected rep-
resentatives for drawing Rs
20,000 per month towards tele-
phone allowance. They have to

aful £

own,” said Horatti, adding that
the government fixed Rs 5,000
towards telephone allowance in
1988.

PR Ramesh, Congress MLC,
said an elected representative
maintains one or two mobile
phones; one phone at the legisla-
tors’ home and one phone at his
residence and the other phone at
his office. One more phone con-
nection would be with lhe MLA
©or MLC's personal assistant

“Tam of the opinion um tel-
ephone expenses will be around
Rs 20,000 per month for an elect-
ed representative,” said Ramesh.

Meanwhile, social activists
demanded that the government
should not sanction the amount
wunom seeking telephone bills

20,000 per sl

"nwu;h the elected representa-

tives are eligible to avail a tele-
phone allowance, the govern-
‘ment has to take lower tariffs
offered by private telecom ser-
vice providers into consideration
before giving Rs 20,000 towards
telephone expenses per month.
1 want the elected representa-
tives to draw whatever they
spent to maintain their mobile
phones. Thzy hm to murn
excess money than
spent on ulcphone Mlls to (he
governme Sai Datta.
De_wxlhlng the decision to
sanction Rs 20,000 towards tel-
ephone expenses of an elected
representative as not only mis-
leading the public but also a
‘white collar crime, Ravi Krishna
Reddy of Karnataka Rashtra
Samiti said that elected repre-

tax-payers’ money. “Where is the
need for elected representatives
to spend Rs 20,000 per month
when private telecom service
providers are ready to provide
suitable packages that allow
unlimited incoming and outgo-
ing calls and also access to the
unlimited internet?” wondered
Reddy.

The pay package

With effect from April 2022, rep-
Tesentatives are entitled to get a
salary of Rs 40,000 per month
apart from Rs 60,000 constitu-
ency allowance, Rs 60,000
towards touring the constituen-
y, Rs 20,000 towards wages for
his

personal assistance and office
assistance, Rs 5,000 towards
postal expenses and Rs 20,000
towards telephone expenses. So,
the total amount an elected rep-
resentative is entitled to is Rs

sentatives are simply pocketing  2,05,000 per
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Ref: BMSIT&M/EC/GEN/2022/005

Activity Report for Jan-June 2022

As an outreach activity of OIKOS, Dr Rajesh Gopinath (Key Liaison-OIKOS & Assoc. Professor, Dept.
of Civil Engineering) has delivered an Invited Talk on "Need for Conservation of Lakes", on 21st May
2022; in the capacity of a Resource Person during the Global Youth Summit: Raise Your Voice;
conducted by ECOR Foundation on the occasion of International Biodiversity Day.

a

€5 Or. Rajesh Gopinath is presenting
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On 3¢ June 2022, "E-waste Collection Drive" was successfully accomplished by OIKOS, in
collaboration with authorized recyclers E-parisara Private Limited. More than 300 kg of obsolete
Electrical and Electronic wastes was handed over as part of this exercise, in complete compliance
with E-waste Rules 2016.
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Ref: BMSIT&M/EC/GEN/2022/005

Activity Report for Jan-June 2022

Also, on 3rd June 2022, "Reusable Study Materials Collection Drive" was successfully accomplished
by OIKOS, in collaboration with the NGO “Humanity is Religion”. The activity was in compliance with
12.5 AICTE activity points and supported by NSS team of BMS Institute of Technology and
Management. The activity was coordinated by Mrs Chetana (Dept. of CSE).

Dr Rajesh Gopinath (Associate Professor, Department of Civil Engineering & Key Liaison-OIKOS)
was invited as a resource person on the occasion of World Environment Day celebrations (05-06-
2022) by Kempe Gowda Parisara Samrakshane Vedhikey, Yelhanka. The program was organised in
collaboration with Karnataka Rajya Raitha Sangha and Hasiru Sene. Other dignitaries included
Renowned Environmentalist Shri Suresh Heblikar, Shri Vishwanath S (Expert on Water Management)
and Shri Bhaskar Rao (Ex-Commissioner of Police-Bengaluru). On this occasion, Dr Rajesh Gopinath
addressed the need to re-establish the missing connection of Nature with Humans to ensure further
sustainability.

Dr Rajesh Gopinath (Associate Professor, Department of Civil Engineering & Key Liaison-OIKOS) has
delivered an Expert Talk titled “Are you an Environmental Steward?”, June 231, 2022. The forum was
organized by the NDLI Club of BMS Institute of Technology & Management.
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Patron

Dr B.S. Ragini Narayan Activity Report for Jan-June 2022

Donor Trustee, BMISET

g::'m‘::m charma Dr Rajesh Gopinath (Associate Professor, Department of Civil Engineering & Key Liaison-OIKOS) has
Chairman-BoG, BMSIT&M been awarded with the "Environment and Climate Educator Award [under Individual Category] on
bresident 12th June 2022, by EcoR Foundation (an Environmental Conservation and Social Service NGO). The
Dr Mohan Babu G.N. award was announced online during the eve of MILIEURA (International Virtual Conference). Also, on
(Principal, BMSIT&M) this date, OIKOS (Eco Club, BMSIT&M) was awarded with the Environment and Climate Educator
Secretary Award [under Organization Category].

Dr. H. K. Govindaraju
(Vice-Principal, BMSIT&M)

Key Liaison -
Dr Rajesh Gopinath :@t‘ECQR
Assoc. Prof, Gl Engineering ECOR Global Environment A\r;/aéd

Chief Coordinator Environment and Climate educator
Mr A. Venkatesh v

Env. Committee, MCA
Treasurer
.‘ 36.

Mrs Shobha R R 3
Assistant Professor, CV Engg. g
i

External Advisory Members

Dr. Purandara Bekal
Scientist, NIH Dr. Rajesh Gopinath

India

Mr. Tempa Gyaltsen Zamlha
RF, Tibet Policy Institute

Mr. Maxime Jullian
University of Southampton

Dr. S.R. Shukla
Scientist, IWST @ ECOR Foundation is presenting

Adv. B. R. Deepak
Supreme Court Env Lawyer

. ECO\R

Dr. Sairam Bhat ECOR

Prof. of Env. Law, N.L.S.l.U | ECOR Foundtion
Environment and Climate educator Award (Organisation ) :

Shri. Ashok Sengupta OIKOS (Eco Club), BMS Institute of Technology and

Naturalist, KV No. 1

Management
Dr. Govinda Gowda Global Green conservation Award (Organisation) : Ryzer agro
Extension Centre. G.K.V.K. products

Shri. Sammilan Shetty
Naturalist, Belvai

. 43 others
Dr. Kalesh Sadashivan

Naturalist, TNHS
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Shri. Amithsen Upadheye
Wildlife Journalist
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